Postmortem revelation of sickle cell disease following fatal episode of acute bronchial asthma.
A 19-year-old black male with previous history of mild bronchial asthma presented sudden dyspnea and died in a state of respiratory distress in spite of resuscitation attempts. Autopsy showed typical lesions of acute bronchial asthma in a context of long-standing asthma associated with a massive and disseminated intravascular sickling. Hemoglobin electrophoresis diagnosed heterozygous sickle cell disease. This rare case raises the problem of the accuracy of death certificate, especially the difficulties to distinguish postmortem lesions as the underlying cause of death or the contributory cause of death.